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something which excites astonishment and is due to a sensible
deviation from the known laws of Nature; being held to be wrought
by a supernatural being. Now, we do not accept this as being
either supernatural or a sensible deviation from the known laws
of nature, and therefore how can it be a miracle ?

"May I remind you that Milne Bramwell recalls a case of a
commercial traveller who became absolutely sleepless, and thought
himself possessed by the Devil. Ordinary attempts to hypnoti2e
him failed, until the hypnotist humoured his morbid idea and
addressed himself to the obsessing Devil. He said: ^hou Devil,
I defy thee to put thy victim to sleep in that chair; I defy thee to
do it by any means whatsoever I39 The Devil fell into the trap,
and the man into a deep sleep, in which he was open to the
hypnologist's suggestions and the traveller was made to relate
the cause of his trouble. This appeared to have been an act of
infidelity to his wife while on his travels, which so preyed upon
his mind that he thought himself damned and given over to the
Devil. This idea, ridiculous though it may seem, was combated,
conquered; and the patient was there and then cured. The Devil
had indeed been cast out."

And so to bedl We rested that night in the company of our
Distinguished Guest, whom I would call the messenger of peace.

CHAPTER SEVEN

PAIN AND THE IMAGINATION

IN the middle of the night, about two of the clock in the early
morning, we were all awakened by the groans of our house boy
who was apparently in great pain. I went along to see what was
the matter, and was immediately followed by the Sage; but the
Knight still remained in bed, though awake.

The house boy had developed an acute attack of sciatica and
the pain was so great that I found that my ordinary methods of
hypnosis were useless, and my supply of morphia was exhausted.
So my friend the Sage also tried. By this time the Distinguished
Guest had arrived on the scene, and seemed not only somewhat
astonished, but a little disappointed that we had, for the time
being, failed to relieve the pain.

Then in words that were forceful, slow and penetrating, the